NATIONAL STEM CELL NETWORK

Dear Colleagues,

Welcome to the new-look twenty-third news and events bulletin issued by the UK National Stem Cell

Network (UKNSCN). The bulletin (scroll down) now includes internal hyperlinks which allow you to jump straight

to articles and events which may be of particular interest to you. UKNSCN welcomes your feedback on this

enhanced format. These bulletins are circulated every month and are also posted in PDF format on the events section
of the UKNSCN website - see http://www.uknscn.org/events/index.html. These communications are

complemented by more formal UKNSCN Newsletters which are also available to download from the website. You
have received this communication by virtue of your inclusion in the UKNSCN's correspondence list,

which UKNSCN operates in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998.

If you do not wish to be included in this correspondence list, please reply to this message and your E-mail address
will be removed. The E-mail correspondence list continues to grow rapidly - it currently stands at around

1900 individuals, covering the following diversity of stakeholders: academics (of many disciplines),

industrialists, charities, learned societies, professional associations, lawyers, venture capitalists, regulatory
bodies, journalists, MPs and government and Research Council officials. UKNSCN requests that you forward

this message to interested colleagues who might not have received it and who may wish to then request that their
E-mail address is included. If you wish to contribute items to the next bulletin, issue 24 will be circulated on 18
January 2010. Thank you.

Ben Sykes
Executive Director, UK National Stem Cell Network
E-mail: uksa@uknscn.org

Website: http://www.uknscn.org

NEWS Links
Update on Third UKNSCN Conference in Nottingham 12-14 July 2010 — Registration Now Open & Programme Published

New Online Stem Cell Requlation Toolkit Launched by UK Department of Health
UKNSCN Patents Digest for October-November Published
New Enhanced Online Patents Information Service Launched by WIPO

Enhanced Online Contacts Database for European Stem Cell Researchers and Administrators

European Human Embryonic Stem Cell Reqgistry Approves 42 New hESC Lines — Read Issue 5 of hESCreg Newsletter
Revised UKNSCN Corporate Plan and Delivery Plan Published
MRC Translational Stem Cell Research Committee Closing Dates for 2010



http://www.uknscn.org/events/index.html
mailto:uksa@uknscn.org
http://www.uknscn.org/

UKNSCN Coordination Small Awards Scheme Imminent

ISSCR 8th Annual Meeting in San Francisco 16-19 June 2010 — Deadline for Abstracts Submission
US National Institutes of Health Register 27 Harvard Stem Cell Lines for Limited Use

Murine iPS Cells Generated After Insertion of Reprogramming Genes at Single Defined Locus

Adult Somatic Cells Reprogrammed Faster Into iPS Cells

UK Parliamentary Select Committee Bioengineering Inquiry (Including Stem Cells) — Follow Progress

EVENTS Links
Biochemical Society Meeting on Using Stem Cells in Drug Discovery, Stevenage, 18-19 January 2010

Cancer Research UK First Evening Stem Cell Club Meeting of 2010, London, 25 January 2010
Nanomedicine 2010 Conference, Amsterdam, 24-25 February 2010

Second Annual Predictive Toxicology Conference, London, UK, 24-25 February 2010

Society of Medicines Research Symposium on Regenerative Medicine, Cambridge UK, 11 March 2010
BSDB/BSCB Joint Spring Meeting, Warwick, 12-15 April 2010

Fourth Annual UK Mesenchymal Stem Cell Meeting, Leeds, 14 April 2010 — in partnership with the UKNSCN
Regenerative Medicine Conference Repairing the Body, Cranfield, 22-23 April 2010

ISSCR 2010 Annual Meeting, San Francisco, 16-19 June 2010

COURSES Links
MSc in Nanotechnology and Regenerative Medicine at University College London

MRes in Tissue Engineering for Regenerative Medicine at Manchester University

MSc in Stem Cell Technology at Nottingham University

MSc in Stem Cells and Regenerative Medicine at Sheffield University

MRes in Regenerative Medicine at Bath University

MRes in Stem Cells and Regenerative Medicine at Durham/Newcastle Universities

MSc in Biomedical Engineering, Cell and Tissue Engineering at Keele University

INFORMATION Links
Update from the UK Stem Cell Bank

Scottish Stem Cell Network (SSCN) Quarterly Newsletters
REMEDIE EU Framework Programme 7 Consortium: Stakeholder Survey

Medical Research Council Experimental Medicine Toolkit
ESRC Stem Cell Initiative Electronic Bulletins




ESRC Genomics Network Research Briefing on HFE Act 2008 Available Online
EuroSciCon Meetings and Conferences Relevant to Stem Cells
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NEWS

UPDATE ON UKNSCN THIRD ANNUAL SCIENCE MEETING 2010 — REGISTRATION NOW OPEN AND
PROGRAMME PUBLISHED

You are reminded that next year's UKNSCN Annual Scientific Meeting will take place from 12-14 July 2010 at

the University of Nottingham's East Midlands Conference Centre (EMCC). On-line registration for the conference is
now open, where you can also view the full conference programme. Whilst the conference remains a celebration of
UK stem cell science, there will be a few more presentations from overseas researchers than there have

been previously. The confirmed programme includes luminaries such as Nissim Benvenisty (Israel), David
Warburton (USA), Marc Peschanski (France), Lorenz Studer (USA) and Ivan Martin (Switzerland). The prestigious
Dame Anne McLaren Memorial Lecture on day 1 will be delivered by Fiona Watt from the Wellcome Trust Centre
for Stem Cell Research in Cambridge. The programme also includes another series of parallel workshops (8 in
total) which will take place on days 2 and 3 of the conference, covering the areas listed below. You may sign up for
one of Workshops A-D on day 2, and one of Workshops E-H on day 3, during the on-line registration process. Places
are allocated on a first-come-first-served basis and will be restricted to 80 people in all but two cases where the
main conference auditorium can be used.

Workshop A — Epigenetics and iPS Cells

Workshop B — Cancer Stem Cells

Workshop C — Regulatory Roadmap for Stem Cell Therapies
Workshop D — Future Patenting in Stem Cells

Workshop E — Ethics and Social Science in Stem Cells

Workshop F - Technology: Cell Culture Optimisation

Workshop G — Technology: Imaging and Tracking Cells

Workshop H - Technology Adoption by the NHS and Reimbursement

The 2010 conference dinner will again take place on the evening of day 2 (13 July) and is booked at Kelham Hall

in Nottinghamshire. UKNSCN is delighted to announce that Professor Sir John Gurdon (Cambridge) - recent recipient
of the Lasker Prize - has agreed to deliver the after-dinner speech at next year's event. Sir John follows in the
footsteps of Sir Martin Evans and Sir Richard Gardner who spoke at the first two conference dinners in 2008 and

2009 respectively.

If you are interested in exhibiting at, or sponsoring the 2010 conference, please get in touch with the UKNSCN
Executive Director at the e-mail address above. The attached PDF file details the various sponsorship
packages available. The basic exhibitor-only package is £1250+VAT.

Back to NEWS Links



http://www.uknscn.org/meetings/meetings10.html
http://www.uknscn.org/meetings/meetings10.html
http://www.kelham-hall.co.uk/index.php

NEW ON-LINE STEM CELL REGULATION TOOLKIT LAUNCHED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Led by the Department of Health (DoH), a consortium of Government agencies including the MRC and the

Regulatory Authorities has just published the on-line UK Stem Cell Toolkit which supersedes the interim

regulatory roadmap published earlier this year and provides clearer regulatory guidance for those conducting stem
cell research and translation in the UK. The DoH’s press release on the launch of the toolkit is attached to this bulletin.

Back to NEWS Links

UKNSCN SIXTH PATENTS DIGEST FOR OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 2009 NOW AVAILABLE

You are reminded that the Network's sixth 'digest’' of patents in stem cell research has now been produced

in conjunction with the Intellectual Property Office. This is available now as a PDF download from the UKNSCN
website. The report covers the period 1 September 2009 to 31 October 2009 and as usual provides a breakdown of
both published and granted patents during this period in three areas: adult stem cells, embryonic stem cells and
iPS cells/de-differentiation. In addition, we continue to publish the search strategy used to generate this digest. This
is available as an Annex to the report. This report is 47 pages long and contains brief bibliographic information

on 168 patents designed to enable you to pick out relevant patents and conduct your own further study on the
relevant database using the patent number. The report contains:

135 published patents: 80 adult, 35 embryonic, 20 iPS
33 granted patents: 19 adult, 13 embryonic, 1iPS

Back to NEWS Links

NEW ENHANCED PATENT INFORMATION SERVICE LAUNCHED BY WORLD INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY ORGANISATION (WIPO)

In mid-November, the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) launched an enhanced on-line patent information service to improve public access
to information on patents filed and granted around the world. Further information is available in WIPQ’s press release, and you may wish to take a look at
the facility using the link above.

Back to NEWS Links

ENHANCED FREE ON-LINE CONTACTS DIRECTORY FOR EUROPEAN STEM CELL RESEARCHERS


http://www.sc-toolkit.ac.uk/home.cfm
http://www.uknscn.org/downloads/patent_digests.html
http://www.uknscn.org/downloads/patent_digests.html
http://www.wipo.int/patentscope/en/dbsearch/
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2009/article_0051.html

AND ADMINISTRATORS

The “STEMdirect” free online contacts directory of European scientists with an active research programme focused
on stem cell biology has now been expanded to include junior researchers and communicators/administrators
engaged in activities focused on stem cell research. It has been developed by EuroSyStem, the European Federation
for Systematic Stem Cell Biology, an EU Framework 7 funded project. Providing you are based within Europe, you
can now register or search contacts at www.stemdirect.net.

Back to NEWS Links

EUROPEAN HUMAN EMBRYONIC STEM CELL REGISTRY: NEWSLETTER NO.5 NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE

You can now download issue 5 of the European Human Embryonic Stem Cell Reqgistry’s newsletter which,

amongst other articles, reports on the 42 new hESC lines added to the registry since October from six European and
EU countries (Belgium, Denmark, France, Spain Sweden and Turkey).

Back to NEWS Links

UKNSCN REVISED CORPORATE PLAN AND DELIVERY PLAN PUBLISHED

The UKNSCN has recently published a revised version of its Corporate Plan (2008-11), together with its new
Delivery Plan (2009/10). These are now available as PDF files via the UKNSCN website at the links above. Hard copies
of the Corporate Plan only are available on request from the UKNSCN office.

Back to NEWS Links

MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES IN TRANSLATIONAL STEM CELL RESEARCH [UK ONLY]

The UK's Medical Research Council (MRC) continues to operate its new responsive mode funding

scheme in translational stem cell research. The first five closing dates for outline proposals to the new Translational
Stem Cell Research Committee (TSCRC) have now passed and the next closing date will be on 20

April 2010. Information on all the closing dates in 2010 is now available via the link above or

from Catriona Crombie at catriona.crombie@headoffice.mrc.ac.uk.

Back to NEWS Links



http://www.eurosystemproject.eu/
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http://www.hescreg.eu/index.php?id=48
http://www.uknscn.org/downloads/corporate_delivery.html
http://www.uknscn.org/downloads/corporate_delivery.html
http://www.mrc.ac.uk/Fundingopportunities/Grants/TSCRC/index.htm
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UKNSCN COORDINATION SMALL AWARDS SCHEME IMMINENT

The Network is now finalising the details for an informal small awards scheme (no external peer review or closing
dates etc) in which small amounts of funding such as £500 or £1k can be made available to UK academics to
contribute to the costs of coordinating national-level scientific meetings in stem cell science and translation.

The budget for this scheme will be fixed by the UKNSCN Management Board each year and final details (criteria etc.)
will be announced either just before Christmas or first thing in the New Year.

Back to NEWS Links

SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACTS FOR ISSCR 8TH ANNUAL MEETING, SAN FRANCISCO, 16-19 JUNE 2010

The International Society for Stem Cell Research (ISSCR) recently opened its on-line abstract submission facility for
the June 2010 conference in San Francisco, California. If you wish to submit an abstract, the deadline for doing so is
14 January 2010.

Back to NEWS Links

USA’s NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH REGISTERS 27 HARVARD STEM CELL LINES FOR LIMITED APPROVAL

On 14th December, the USA’s National Institutes of Health (NIH) registered 27 Harvard stem cell lines as eligible
for federally-funded research, but only in the narrow field of research for which informed consent had been
obtained. Each of the 27 new registered lines bears the following quoted restriction:

"NIH-funded research with this line is limited to research consistent with the following language from the

informed consent document: 'These cells will be used to study the embryonic development of endoderm with a focus
on pancreatic formation. The long-term goal is to create human pancreatic islets that contain 3 cells, the cells

that produce insulin, for transplantation into diabetics."

Back to NEWS Links

MURINE iPS CELLS MADE BY INSERTING GENES AT SINGLE DEFINED LOCUS IN THE MOUSE GENOME

Nature Online published a news article on 13th December describing work by Jaenisch (MIT) and Hochedlinger
(Harvard) in which the recognised four reprogramming genes were inserted into the mouse genome in the form of
a DNA cassette at a defined locus. Following breeding and the addition of the antibiotic doxycycline to somatic
cells, iPS cells were generated.


http://www.isscr.org/
http://www.isscr.org/meetings/index.cfm
http://www.nature.com/news/2009/091213/full/news.2009.1140.html

Back to NEWS Links

ADULT SOMATIC CELLS REPROGRAMMED FASTER INTO iPS CELLS

An article in arecent issue of BioNews reports on work by Jaenisch at MIT in which he has accelerated

the reprogramming process in mice by blocking one genetic pathway and overactivating another. See the link above
for further information.

Back to NEWS Links

UK PARLIAMENTARY SELECT COMMITTEE INQUIRY ON BIOENGINEERING (INCLUDING STEM CELLS)

The deadline for written submissions to the UK Parliamentary Select Committee inquiry on bioengineering
(including stem cells) passed on 4 December. However, there will be two oral evidence sessions taking place in
January and you are invited to monitor the progress of the inquiry —including transcripts of the evidence
sessions, which may also be televised — via the parliamentary website.

Back to NEWS Links
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EVENTS

Biochemical Society Focused Meeting on Revolutionising Drug Discovery With Stem Cell Technology, Stevenage,
UK, 18-19 January 2010

This Focused Meeting aims to bring together academics and colleagues from industry to address the state of the art
in the biology of pluripotent stem cells and in particular the progress which has been made toward

generating differentiated cell types from human embryonic stem cells that are of greatest potential significance in
the process of drug discovery (neuronal cells, cardiomyocytes, hepatocytes). The meeting will be of great interest
to scientists in both academic and industrial sectors, providing an opportunity to discuss important aspects relating
to the application of stem cells.

Confirmed speakers include Austin Smith, Sheng Ding, David Hay, Peter Andrews, Lorraine Young, lan Wilmut,
Stephen Minger, Lars Sundstrom, Chris Denning and Graeme Milligan. For further information, please view
the Biochemical Society website. The closing date for on-line registration is 14 January 2010.

Back to EVENTS Links



http://www.bionews.org.uk/page_51877.asp
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/science_technology/s_t_pn09_091104.cfm
http://www.biochemistry.org/Conferences/AllConferences/tabid/379/View/Conference/Filter/40FC/MeetingNo/SA095/Default.aspx

Cancer Research UK London Research Institute Stem Cell Club Meeting, London, UK, 25 January 2010

Cancer Research UK's London Research Institute hosts a Stem Cell Club meeting every two months at 44 Lincoln's
Inn Fields in London. Organised by Dominique Bonnet, these 'club' meetings are aimed primarily at young
investigators and young group leaders who are establishing their laboratory. The remit of the club is wide,
covering basic and applied research involving all types of stem cells. The first club meeting of 2010 takes place on
25 January and further details are available via the London Research Institute website.

Back to EVENTS Links

Nanomedicine 2010 Conference, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 24-25 February 2010

In the latest of its highly-successful series of conferences addressing the new field of nanomedicine and related
medical technologies, the Institute of Nanotechnology, in partnership with NanoNed (the Dutch national
nanotechnology network), will be bringing together some of the world’s leading researchers and companies in the
fields of medical diagnostics, drug design and delivery, imaging and regenerative medicine to show how the
application of nanoscience and nanotechnologies can contribute towards answering this multifaceted challenge.
The conference includes an entire session dedicated to regenerative medicine, in which the UK speakers will be
Molly Stevens from Imperial College and Mike Raxworthy from Neotherix Ltd. View the loN conference homepage

for further information and registration.

Back to EVENTS Links

Second Annual Predictive Toxicology Conference, London, UK, 24-25 February 2010

This commercial conference aimed at business will include a session on the use of stem cell assays in

predictive toxicology, and also offers a pre-conference workshop on 23 February which will look more closely at
the prospects for stem cell technology to revolutionise toxicity evaluation and risk assessment. If you are interested
in attending, or at least viewing the programme, further details are available on the conference website. The

conference will take place in the Grand Connaught Rooms in central London.

Back to EVENTS Links



http://www.london-research-institute.co.uk/seminar_events/stem-cell-club/
http://www.nano.org.uk/conferences/nanomed2010/overview.htm
http://www.predictivetoxicology.co.uk/Event.aspx?id=233146

Society for Medicines Research Symposium on Regenerative Medicine, Cambridge, UK, 11 March 2010
The Society for Medicines Research (SMR) is holding a one-day symposium on Regenerative Medicine in Cambridge

on 11th March 2010. The speaker programme includes Stephen Minger, Austin Smith, Pete Coffey, Mark Bunnage,
Paul Kemp, Eduardo Bravo and Koenraad Blot. Further details and on-line registration are available via the SMR website.

Back to EVENTS Links

2010 Joint Spring Meeting of the BSCB/BSDB, Warwick, UK, 12-15 April 2010

The British Society for Cell Biology (BSCB) and the British Society for Developmental Biology (BSDB) will be
holding their joint spring meeting at the University of Warwick from 12-15 April 2010. For details of confirmed
speakers and registration information, please view the BSCB/BSDB website.

Back to EVENTS Links

Fourth UK Mesenchymal Stem Cell Conference, Leeds, UK, 14 April 2010

In partnership with the UKNSCN, researchers from the universities of Leeds, Sheffield and York are holding the
fourth national meeting dedicated to mesenchymal stem cells at the University of Leeds's Conference Auditorium

on 14th April 2010 from 10.30am to 5pm. Please book the date in your diaries and view the attached PDF flyer

which gives details on speakers. You can register for the event and submit abstracts (for oral or poster presentation)
via the CPD4 Health Innovation website. The deadline for abstract submission is 12th February 2010.

Back to EVENTS Links

Repairing the Body: First Cranfield Health Conference on Regenerative Medicine, Cranfield, UK, 22-23 April 2010

Cranfield University is holding its first conference on regenerative medicine to explore the translation of
fundamental medical research into commercial technologies, with support from the East of England Stem Cell
Network. The keynote speaker will be Professor Lord Robert Winston. For further details, please view the
Cranfield University website.

Back to EVENTS Links



http://www.smr.org.uk/
http://www.bscb-bsdb-2010.co.uk/
http://www.cpd4healthinnovation.org.uk/
http://www.repairingthebody.com/

ISSCR 2010 Annual Meeting, San Francisco, California, USA, 16-19 June 2010

The International Society for Stem Cell Research (ISSCR) is holding its 8th Annual Meeting in San Francisco,
California next June. Keep an eye out on the conference homepage - online registration opens this month.

Back to EVENTS Links

COURSES

Masters (MSc) Course in Nanotechnology and Regenerative Medicine, University College London

The MSc in Nanotechnology and Regenerative Medicine is a brand new course run by the UCL Centre for Stem Cells
and Regenerative Medicine which starts in September this year. The course is believed to be the first one focusing
on nanotechnology applied to regenerative medicine, and places are available for one year's full-time or two years'
part-time study. The closing date for this year's entry passed on 1 August 2009. For further information, view the
link above or contact Prof Alexander Seifalian at a.seifalian@ucl.ac.uk.

Back to COURSES Links

Masters (MRes) Research Programme in Tissue Engineering for Regenerative Medicine, University of Manchester

The Masters by Research in TERM is a new and pioneering one-year collaborative degree course combining

expertise from a number of multi-disciplinary research groups across the University of Manchester. It aims to
provide skills training and expertise in the practical technigues fundamental to tissue injury and repair including:

1. Core technologies relevant to tissue repair, engineering and regeneration

2. The use of ‘smart’ biomaterials and biopolymers to repair and regenerate tissues
3. Approaches to cell sourcing and cell differentiation

4. Developing clinical trials and the challenges of commercialisation

The MRes TERM provides training beyond the traditional boundaries of biology, medicine and engineering. It is
unique as it is directed at students seeking to forge a career in tissue engineering and stem cell technology in either
an academic or commercial setting. This allows students to specialise and focus on independent research

projects tailored towards their career aspirations. Housed within the recently built UK Centre for Tissue
Regeneration (UKCTR) the MRes combines two independent research placements to allow students the opportunity
to experience a range of techniques. This follows a series of master classes covering aspects of cell


http://www.stemcells-research.org/meetings/index.cfm
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/stemcells/Students
mailto:a.seifalian@ucl.ac.uk
http://www.medicine.manchester.ac.uk/postgraduate/mres/term/

sourcing, bioengineering and the barriers to commercialisation. With industrial input from the likes of Smith &
Nephew, the MRes provides an ideal platform for career progression into PhD training, commercial settings or
medical specialisation.

The course is now fully subscribed for 2009/10 entry. If you are interested in applying for 2010/11 entry, please
visit the University of Manchester website at the link above.

Back to COURSES Links

Masters (MSc) Course in Stem Cell Technology, University of Nottingham

In response to the urgent need to train new graduates in the emerging stem cell field, the University

of Nottingham launched its MSc in Stem Cell Technology in October 2007. This one year, full-time course is

an innovative project designed to introduce science, agriculture and medical graduates throughout the world to
the cutting edge of stem cell research and wide-ranging applications. Taught in Nottingham’s state of the art
Wolfson Centre for Stem Cells, Tissue Engineering and Modelling (STEM) by world-class researchers, students will
gain both theoretical and practical knowledge of stem cells and how they can be applied to biotechnology and
human health. This course is intended to provide a strong foundation for those wishing to pursue further careers
in stem cell scientific research, in legislative/ managerial aspects of stem cell technologies, in clinical

regenerative medicine and in stem cell commercialisation. Further information can be found at the link above or by
e-mailing mscstem@nottingham.ac.uk.

Back to COURSES Links

Masters (MSc) Course in Stem Cell and Regenerative Medicine, University of Sheffield

This new masters course has been developed in response to increasing international demand for training in
generic aspects of stem cell science and regenerative medicine, which benefit a wide spectrum of

applications. The course content is provided through collaboration between the Department of Biomedical

Science, School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences and three of the UK’s most prestigious research Centres -
The Centre for Developmental and Biomedical Genetics, Centre for Biomaterials and Tissue Engineering and Centre
for Stem Cell Biology. The set of skills, knowledge and expertise that underpin the content of this course are unique
to the University of Sheffield. Regenerative medicine using cell and tissue replacement therapies holds great
promise for the future treatment of human disease. Hopes for the success of such therapies rely upon a

thorough understanding of the biological processes that control the pluripotency, self-renewal and

differentiation capacities of stem cells and their progeny. One challenge is to identify factors that regulate stem

cell renewal and differentiation. Many of these processes are fundamental to normal embryonic

development. Experimentally tractable model organisms, such as mouse, chick as well as Drosophila and zebrafish
are proving useful in studying the fundamental molecular mechanisms underlying the commitment of totipotent

or pluripotent cells to specific lineages and their subsequent differentiation into distinct tissues or

organs. Complemented by molecular genetic and in vitro approaches using human embryonic stem cells and



http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/stem/msc/index.php
mailto:mscstem@nottingham.ac.uk
http://www.shef.ac.uk/bms/prospective_pg/masters

embryonic carcinoma cells, current research efforts are poised to make regenerative medicine a reality, and may lead
to new treatments for a number of conditions including Parkinson’s disease, diabetes, and hearing loss. For
further information on the course see the link above or contact Professor Steve Winder s.winder@sheffield.ac.uk.

Back to COURSES Links

Masters (MRes) Research Programme in Regenerative Medicine, University of Bath

The Department of Biology and Biochemistry has been running a one-year, full time taught MRes degree in
Regenerative Medicine since October 2004. The programme is run in association with the Bath Centre for
Regenerative Medicine (BCRM), an interdisciplinary group from four sectors of the University. The programme
focuses in particular on modern research in developmental biology and tissue engineering and its potential
applications to medicine. It encompasses activities such as stimulating tissue regeneration in situ, grafting of stem
cells to bring about repair, causing transdifferentiation of one tissue type into another, and creating functional
tissues and organs by tissue engineering. Consisting of a range of taught units, together with a number of

research projects, this degree enables students to gain practical and theoretical experience in a number of
laboratories as well as studying taught Masters level units (courses). It is designed to give the student an insight into
a range of research activities, techniques and skills, as well as to widen their knowledge both of the subject itself
and the context within which the research will take place. It also provides a range of generic skills training in line
with the Joint Skills Statement of the Research Councils. The MRes in Regenerative Medicine provides the ideal
training for students to proceed to a three-year PhD programme, with a competitive edge in relation to
undergraduate students applying for doctoral studies. The increased breadth and experience gained during the MRes
in Regenerative Medicine will also make graduates more suitable to work in industry where a working knowledge of
the nature and demands of academic research is needed. For further information, please see the link above.

Back to COURSES Links

Masters (MRes) Research Programme in Stem Cells and Regenerative Medicine, North-East England Stem Cell
Institute (NESCI)

The North East England Stem Cell Institute (NESCI) - a collaboration between Durham University, Newcastle
University and the region’s NHS Trusts — completed the first intake into the Stem Cells and Regenerative Medicine
MRes programme in 2007. Students register on the Stem Cells and Regenerative Medicine specialisation

within Newcastle University's MRes in Medical and Molecular Biosciences, a one year full-time modular research
degree. The programme includes advanced study of stem cell biology, research skills and a 24-week research
project. The programme provides a springboard into a career that involves a working knowledge of scientific research
in academia and industry and provides excellent preparation for PhD research studies. Teaching is provided

by internationally-recognised researchers at both universities drawn from across the wide breadth of

biological, biomedical and medical sciences. Research projects are available in both Durham and Newcastle. For
further information, view the link below or send e-mail correspondence to office@nesci.ac.uk.

Back to COURSES Links



mailto:s.winder@sheffield.ac.uk
http://www.bath.ac.uk/bio-sci/postgrad/mres/mrrmprogspec.htm
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Masters (MSc) Course in Biomedical Engineering, Cell & Tissue Engineering, Keele University

This taught Masters Course provides multidisciplinary postgraduate training in biomedical engineering and
cellular engineering, building on undergraduate knowledge in basic science and applying it to clinical applications
of bioengineering and cell/tissue engineering relevant to the healthcare environment. Modules covered by this
course include ‘stem cell therapy’, ‘cell biomechanics’, ‘cell and tissue engineering’, and ‘physiological
measurement and medical imaging’. There are two student intakes per year — one in October and one in

January. Students can study full or part time. Prestigious scholarships are available for this course. Students
perform two semesters of lectures followed by direct research project experience in the laboratory-based

third semester. These research projects offer students hands on training in state of the art areas such as adult
and embryonic stem cell culture, optical coherence tomography and bioreactor design. A seminar series is also
offered throughout the first two semesters where students have the opportunity to be taught by and interact

with international leaders in the field of bioengineering.

These courses are run within the Institute of Science and Technology in Medicine at Keele University. ISTM has
been rated in the national 2008 Research Assessment Exercise that 90% of the research staff here are

rated internationally and 10% of the staff are world leading in their field. This builds on our excellent 5* rating given
to the Institute at the last RAE in 2001. In summary, the MSc Biomedical Engineering, Cell & Tissue

Engineering course provides a year's training in two biotechnology fields. Further information is available at the
link above.

Back to COURSES Links
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INFORMATION

UPDATE FROM THE UK STEM CELL BANK

Cell Line Availability

A detailed list of stem cell lines currently available and supplied free of charge from the UKSCB can be found on
our website: http://www.ukstemcellbank.org.uk. These are all human embryonic stem cell lines intended solely
for research purposes. In addition, there are cell lines banked, of which some are awaiting release in the very
near future, including the first foetal neural stem cell line. You are welcome to contact the Bank for further
information on obtaining and depositing stem cell lines: enquiries@ukstemcellbank.org.uk.

Get to Know the UK Stem Cell Bank!

During 2009/2010, the Bank is holding a series of roadshows across the UK and occasionally abroad. The UKSCB
has participated in the meeting of the French “Agence de la Biomedecine’ in Paris on 14/15 December. The Bank

is intending to visit the Universities and local companies of Cambridge, Newcastle and Edinburgh early in the New
Year. The roadshows are a great opportunity for scientists and clinicians involved or interested in stem cell work
to meet representatives from the Bank, both to hear about the Bank’s activities and to offer feedback on what they
feel the Bank as a scientific resource could do for them. We welcome enquiries from scientists interested in
attending the roadshows and arranging meeting with us in their region.

New Deposition and Access Legal Agreements:
The UKSCB has developed new Deposition and Access agreements to respond to the growing requirements of
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the research stem cell community. All agreements are available to download from our website: http://
www.ukstemcellbank.org.uk.

New GMP facility:
The UKSCB is currently moving to its new GMP facility, also based on site at NIBSC. New laboratories are expected
to come to use immediately and reach full capacity in the New Year.

The UKSCB would liketowish aMerry Christmas and Happy New
Year to all the membersof the stem cell community!

Dr. Iphigenie Charatsi, UKSCB Business Manager

Back to INFORMATION Links

Scottish Stem Cell Network (SSCN) Quarterly Newsletters Available Online
The SSCN issues quarterly newsletters in hard copy, which are also now available online via the SSCN website.

The autumn 2009 issue is now available.
Back to INFORMATION Links

REMEDIE EU Framework Programme 7 Consortium: Stakeholder Survey on Regenerative Medicine

The Regenerative Medicine in Europe (REMEDIE) FP7 consortium, centred on the University of York, invites you
to participate in its on-going on-line stakeholder survey designed to gauge the full extent of the regenerative
medicine industry in Europe. The on-line survey, aimed at business, is accessible at the link below.

Back to INFORMATION Links

Medical Research Council (MRC) Experimental Medicine Toolkit

Launched by the MRC Regulatory Support Centre, the Experimental Medicine Toolkit has been designed to

support investigators, research managers and ethics committees in (a) assessing the risks involved in

experimental medicine studies, and (b) devising risk-proportionate management and monitoring strategies. This

is undoubtedly of use to stem cell researchers and clinicians. Further information is available on the toolkit homepage.

Back to INFORMATION Links

Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) Stem Cell Initiative Electronic Bulletins

The ESRC Stem Cell Initiative has been issuing quarterly electronic bulletins to report on the latest social
science research in stem cells and regenerative medicine. The sixth and final issue continues to be available via
the University of York website and reports on the Beyond Pattison conference which took place in London on 7/8

May 2009. There are updates on research activities and events which are of particular interest to stem cell
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social scientists. If you wish to receive future ESRC bulletins automatically, you should send a request by E-
mail to Andrew Webster at ajw25@york.ac.uk.

Back to INFORMATION Links

ESRC Genomics Network Research Briefing on HFE Act 2008 — Now Available Online

This research briefing was prepared in conjunction with a workshop organised by the ESRC Genomics Policy
and Research Forum, held on Thursday 8 October at the ESRC Genomics Network Conference 2009, Cardiff.
This workshop brought together new research on the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 from current
PhD students and recent PhD graduates, from the ESRC Genomics Network and beyond. For more information
please contact Dr Christine Knight, Genomics Forum Policy Research Fellow; e-mail Christine.knight@ed.ac.uk.

Back to INFORMATION Links

EuroSciCon Meetings and Conferences of Relevance to the Stem Cell Community

Founded in 2001, the life sciences communications organisation EuroSciCon has a number of very specific

meetings organised over the next two years which are relevant to the stem cell research community. These

are commercial workshops attracting CPD accreditation in most cases. However, you may be entitled to a discount as
a UKNSCN member in some cases. If you are interested, please view the EuroSciCon website.

Back to INFORMATION Links
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